GRAND-DUCHE DE LUXEMBOURG

MINISTERE DES TRANSPORTS Luxembourg, le
SERVICE AERONAUTIQUE

Référence No

Oxford AB 40 G-AIRZ EHGIIES s 2 Cheetah X
Britigh

Aerosurveys Limited,

« British - Killed.
- Dritish - Killed.

we 3 In & wood approximatively 2 miles 8.5, of Lsch,
Luxenboulgs

18th July, 1952 at epproximatively 1155 hrs.

A1l times in this report are G.d.T.

l. SRIZF CIRCUNBLIU e

While on & it flight from Zngland to Klagenfurt, Austrie, via
strasbourg cerrying supplies and equipment for aeriel survey, the aire
eraft crashed in & wood in South LuxeubOurg. The two oogupants were
illed and the siroraft was destroyed. Fire 414 not break oul.

2. L AIRCRAFT

The aireraft was bullt in 1943 by Alrspeed Linited, roptanouth,

England. Its total flying was 1522 hours. The last 400 hours overhaul
wes coupleted on 4th July, 1952, and the tine-in-air since that date
was spproximately 10 hours. -

- ®he sireraft was modified and equipped for serial survey, for whict
work it was noymally used. It was fitted with & VHF transmitter and
recoiver and & i/F recelivar.

The documents of the aireraft were in order, l.€ey
Certiricate of Registration 3 n® 2016

Certificate of Alrworthiness t B® R. 971 - valid untdl 4412
Carnet de Passages b Douane i n® 21618 1952

Lieence to establish wireless station dated 2843451
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The ongines were bullt by Arastrong Siddeley Limited, England.
The port engine hed been completely overhouled and was installed
in the sireraft in June, 1952, The starboard had been top over=
heuled in July, 1952. The rumning time of eéch engine between its
overhsul and the date of the aceident was approximetely 10 hourss

A complote blind-fiying instrusent pansl was fitted and was
petuated by & vacuum pump on aasch engine.

Since this was a private flight & loed sheet was not reguired.
1t has been ascertained that the total alleup weight of the alre
eraft ot the comsencesent of the flight wes 8;326 1bs.

The maximun alleup weight euthorized in the Certificate of Alre
worthiness is 0,250 1bs.

The fuel conmuption ag recorded in the Certificate of Alrworthis
ness is 32435 gals/hr. 8t 2320 Pepesie 86 4000 £l

v« [ was born on 28.7.18 and was an exepilot of the
Royal Alr Force, mmwamasmm:matrnmw
mmmmmm«nummmna-ntmmwapm
tely 44000 hours as lst Pilet, of which 96 were by night ond 263
hours &8 2nd Pilot, of which 78 were by night. His instrusent fly-
ing totalled 150 hours and his time in Link Trainer smcunted to 35
hours. His flying time as pilot in Oxfords amounted to over 500
hours. w.-mmwmmmmm Pilot's License
which was valid until 25,1.52. His licence included rating for the
following aiveraft & |
Auster Verients, Repide (Dil.09A) and Consul (AS.65) in Growp 1,
and Proctor Varients, Freighter 21 and Prince P, 50 in Group 2.

. He also possessed & valld General Flight Redio-Telephony Opapas
torts Licence. ir. [Joea veen in the enploy of Munting
Aerosurveys since Mayeh, 1947, and his total flying time with the
GWW amounted to 1,740 WIu

-mmmmdmwn:wmwmm
mmyaumm&almm He had no flying qualifices
tion.
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7+ LB FLIGHD

On the morning of the accident the aireraft left Elstree at
0715 hrse for Bovingdon to clear customs. At Bovingdon the pilot
was briefed by the meteorologieal officer and the aireraft was re=
fuelleds The main and suxiliary tanks were filled to capacity (156
gallons). No instructions were given to the refueller conserning
ovidence that these contained 12,5 gellons maling & total quantity
of approximetcly 160,5 gallons of fuel on board the aireraft before
takeeoff from Bovingdon. A flight plen was 7iled by the pilot at
Bovingdon and this indicated that 3

(i) The fiight would be in sgcordsnce with Visual Flight Rulss.

(11) The first point of intended landing was Strasbourgs
(111) Bstimated time to Ostend, 1 hour 15 minutes and from there

to Strasbourg, 2 hours.
(iv) Endurence was & hours.
Av) True air speed was 130 m.pehe
(vi) Commmnieation by VIEF R/T on 118.1, 11943, 119.7 and 120.1
. mo/s. An W/F peceiver was fitted. .
(vii) Altornate asrodromes were Lympne (Mmﬁ} and Reims (Frenee)
(viit) Actuel time mE departure was noted as 0840 hrs. S.M.T.

HOZE : The total of fiying time of 3 hours 15 mimites made the
esticated time of srrival at Strasbourg 1155 hrs.

Ag stated in the Flight Plan the siveraft took off from Bovings

don &t 0840 hre. Horaal depnrm R/T mums were exchanged with

reported that he was msnng the coast South of Lympne bound for
Strosbourg and requesting thet Uxbridge be informed of the airerafthe
position and destination since he had not the frequeney to contact
Uzbridge direct. The pilet was sgain in commnication with lLympne
when he reported his position over Doulogne. Lympne acknowledged
the receipt of this message at 0945 hrs. and teld the pilot *Cone
tinue with Continental Control®, However, no radio contact was

nade between the aireraft fod mny gtation on the continent and
nothing more wes known of the aireraft until sbout 1150 hrs. when
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witnesses nofir Rusclange on the southern border of the State of
iaxesbourg saw the aireraft fiying in & HeW. direction tm-m
gops in the oloudss The cirereft eppeared to be maintad v
fn@thWcmmxtmmWaumww;uuw
tude could be obtained. The sound of the engines suggested Lo wite
nesees thet one or both was surging spesmodically. The alreraft
was then seen to emerge fron clowd in & spin, from which partial
recovery was made before it disappeared from view over the crest
of & trosclad ridge. The sound of & erash was then hesrd.

?MWMMMamw%ﬁ.mmm
Inspection showed that the eireraft had dived into the trees at
& shallow angle on a bearing of approximately 310° T and had been

disintograted by impeet forces. The vreckage was strown over &
distance of 40 yds. forwerd of the first point of impact.

Poth engines had bLroken oway from their mountings and there
wae evidence that at least one was under power when the alraraft
struck the trees. The propellers were still attached to the englnes.
The throttle levers were fully forwerd but the wires guarding the
esergency position had not been broken. There was evidence to ine
dicate thet the main vheels were retracted and that the flaps were
in the up position ot the mousent of inpact. The coclpit had been
anmmenmmmwmammmwwmm-
mentse

fuel supply lines had been torn from the earburettors. Thore WAS

evidense, however, from witnesges who were first on the scone that
there woas & strong smell of petrol.

. The engines, mntrol cables and control surfeses were inspected

. and there was no evidence that there hed been any mechsnical fallur

of the engines, nor was evidence found of any pre-crash failure of
the alrfrace,

mwmmmumm Kleagenfurt issued at
Bovingdon at 0700 hrs. on 13.7.52. This was given to the pilot at
m.grummpmmvmwmmnmummmm
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On the availeble evidence it mtbem&e&_mm&m
folled to commnicate with Continental ground stetlions nor what

It hos not been possible to determine the cause of this aceldent
tut it wm—smttmummaimmammw
froum & spin following loss of gontrol. The csuse of the lose of
gontrol could not be established.

Yu ot acceptd couwwe rapport officlel.
laxenbourg, le ners 195%.

e ¥inistre des Transports,

Victor Dodson
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